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SUB: DEMOLITION OF UNIBEL SQUATTER CAMP BEGINS 

SUMMARY: BANTU AFFAIRS ADMINISTRATION BOARD (BAAB) 

OFFICIALS AND WORKMEN, ESCORTED BY ARMED POLICE GUARD, 

BEGAN DESTRUCTION OF UNIBEL SQUATTER CAMP OUTSIDE CAPE 
TOWN TODAY. SQUATTERS HAVE VOWED TO STAY UNTIL ALTERNATIVE 
ARRANGEMENTS OFFERED. POLICE REPORTEDLY HAVE 
ADMITTED VOLUNTEER MEDICAL PERSONNEL BUT HAVE REFUSED 
PERMISSION TO SEND FOOD SHIPMENTS INTO THE CAMP. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . OFFICIALS AND WORKMEN USING A "FRONT-END LOADER" 

(ESSENTIALLY A SHOVEL-EQUIPPED BULLDOZER) BEGAN 
DESTRUCTION OF SHANTIES AT UNIBEL SQUATTER CAMP THIS 
MORNING PURSUANT TO EVICTION NOTICES ISSUED LAST WEEK 
(REFTEL). ARMED POLICE GUARDS WITH DOGS CORDONED THE 
CAMP DENYING ACCESS TO THE PUBLIC. JOURNALISTS, HOWEVER, 

WERE PERMITTED ENTRY. 
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2. PRESS REPORTS OVER WEEKEND INDICATED THAT COMMUNITY 
LEADERS HAD REJECTED ADVICE BY TRANS KEI "CONSUL" HERE 
THAT THOSE WITHOUT PERMITS TO BE IN CAPE TOWN (MOST OF 
THE WIVES AND CHILDREN ARE IN THIS CATEGORY) ACCEPT THE 
BAAB'S OFFER OF FREE RAIL TRANSPORTATION TO THE TRANSKEI. 
SQUATTER LEADERS WERE QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THEY WOULD 
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REMAIN AT UNIBEL UNTIL ALTERNATIVE AREA OFFERING 
BOTH JOBS AND ACCOMODATIONS IS PROVIDED. TRANSKEI 
CONSUL REPORTEDLY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT BOTH JOBS AND FOOD 
SCARCE IN TRANSKEI BUT SAID SQUATTERS WOULD BE BETTER 
ADVISED TO GO TO TRANSKEI THAN TO REMAIN HERE ILLEGALLY. 

HE ADDED THAT IN RECENT NEGOTIATIONS WITH SAG, TRANSKEI 
OFFICIALS HAD MADE THE POINT THAT FAMILIES OF LEGALLY 
QUALIFIED WORKERS SHOUL BE ALLOWED TO REMAIN. SINCE 
THAT WOULD INCLUDE VIRTUALLY ALL OF THE SQUATTERS, HOWEVER, 
IT IS CLEAR THAT SAG HAS NO INTENTION OF CEDING 
THE POINT. 

3. AN OFFICIALS OF CHURCH-FUNDED CAPE FLATS INTERIM 
ACCOMODATION COMMITTEE(CFCIA)TOLD CONGENOFF TODAY 
THAT FEW IF ANY OF THE ESTIMATED 15,000 SQUATTERS HAD 
AS YET LEFT THE CAMP. HE SAID CONDITIONS WERE BOUND 
TO GET WORSE, HOWEVER, SINCE POLICE, WHILE PERMITTING 
VOLUNTEER MEDICAL PERSONNEL TO ENTER CAMP HAD SPECIFICALLY 
REFUSED PERMISSION FOR CFCIA TO BRING IN FOOD. HE SAID 

FEW OF LYE SQUATTER HOUSEHOLDS EVEN HAD PLASTIC SHEETS 
UNDER WHICH TO SHELTER AND POLICE WILL NOT ALLOW THEIR 
DISTRIBUTION BY SOCIAL WORKERS. 

4. THERE HAVE BEEN NO RPT NO REPORTED CLASHES 
BETWEEN POLICE AND SQUATTERS TO DATE BUT CFCIA OFFICIAL 
REPORTED THAT MEMBER OF SQUATTER COMMITTEE OBSERVED 
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POLICEMEN IN ACT OF BURNING DOWN TWO SHANTIES. AFTERNOON 
PRESS REPORT20 CFCIA OFFICIALS ARE SKEPTICAL. 

OBSERVERS REPORT THAT SQUATTER COMMITTEE IS DETERMINED AND 
HAS WIDE SUPPORT AMONG UNIBELL RESIDENTS. WHETHER 
CONDITIONS OF INCREASING HARDSHIP WILL LEAD TO ATTEMPTS 
TO RESIST OR, AS IN PREVIOUS CASES TO DETERIORATING 
MORALE AND EVENTUAL ABANDONMENT OF CAMP REMAINS TO BE 
SEEN. 
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